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April, 1896 



THE DECORATOR AND FURNISHER 



SOriE EASTER DECORATIONS. 



By Margaret Muchmore. 
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HE Easter lily and the azalea, which 
for a long time have supplanted 
the pallid calla as standing for 
the Easter joy, are still flowers of 
moment in this season that bids 
us to rejoice, but in their wake 
latterly has come almost every 
bloom known. The season of 
promise now speaks from every 
flower that blooms, and the world 
is interpreting its message most 
royally. The streets take up the 
very spirit of the foreign flower- 
market and run riot with color. The florists vie with each 
other in window displays and the size of their azalea 
plants. Even the churches have overstepped the fiat of 
white bloom which once stood 
for Easter. Into the house 
the spirit of color has crept, 
and the lily and azalea is 
now supplemented by gay tu- 
lips, bright jonquils, purple 
heather, the many-hued hya- 
cinth, the audacious Ameri- 
can Beauty and her more 
retiring sisters. The list is 
long from which to choose 
an Easter greeting or a de- 
sired decoration. Preference 
still names for the lily the 
placing of honor, but in place 
of the potted plant in the 
window we have a bunching 
of the fragrant flowers in 
large jardinieres or a slender 
stalk or two in a tall vase 
here and there, after the 
manner of Japanese placing. 
At an Easter wedding the 
way to the altar is to lead 
through a setting of lilies tied 
to each seat, either side of the 
aisle. The altar is to be 
banked with the flowers, and 
the bride will carry a single 
branch of the lilies. An East- 
er-day breakfast, which form 
of entertainment has become 
quite the fad, has the centre 
of the table held by a bed of 
white tulips, surrounded by 
a wreathing of green. Ropes 
of smilax will hang from 

the chandelier to the four corners of the round table, 
where it will be held by two or more loose tulips, and 
the dinner favors are to be miniature flower-pots of en- 
ameled splint, containing a bunch of the flowers. 
Another simple decoration for an Easter-week tea con- 
sists of large, low, gilded baskets filled with bedded 
yellow tulips, which are to be scattered through the re- 
ception-rooms, while a tall amber glass vase of the tulips 
occupies the centre of the tea-table. Great branches 
of pussy willows make a most novel and fetching deco- 
ration. And this simple spring bloom is effectively 
used, tied by a broad ribbon, on the top of a box of 
flowers or sweets sent with the season's greetings. Vio- 
lets are more than ever popular as a personal adorn- 



ment for the Easter day, and come almost invariably 
tied to the gift of sweets, books or silver trifles, which 
fashion of gift-making is becoming as much a part of 
this season as of the Christmastide. 

A row of potted pink primroses, each in a fancy cov- 
ering of pink crepe paper, was the picturesque mantel 
decoration used by an original-minded housewife 
on the Easter day, while a single pot of the same 
simple flower ornamented the four corners of her table, 
matching the pink shades of the branching candelabra 
in the centre. This same bright woman has planned an 
Easter dinner which shall have for centre-table decora- 
tion a bunching of some potted maiden's-hair ferns, 
banked together with moss, the ferns to be also laid in 
a delicate tracing over the dinner cloth. The corners 
of the drawing-room will contain some rare tree ferns, 
pots of maiden's-hair will set all about, and each guest 
is to receive a small table jardiniere with growing fern. 
The bridesmaid's roses, those great, full, pink affairs, 
with a wealth of richly-colored leaves, are all but crowd- 
ing out the American Beauty, according to a leading 
florist, since, with care, they 
will survive for days, and 
in the way of pretentious 
Easter greetings a box of 
these appealing beauties will 
vie with the azalea bush in 
its enameled basket, ribbon- 
decked environment. 







SOME POINTS IN EASTER 
GIFTS. 



By Mrs. Oliver Bell Bunce. 
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Easter's Beautiful Floral Decoration— The Lily, 



As Easter approaches the 
shops offer such an array of 
artistic novelties that the pur- 
chaser is more puzzled than 
ever what to select, what to 
buy. This season's enamel 
goods take precedence of all 
the rest The first object 
that arrests our attention is 
the enameled painted Easter 
egg. There are three de- 
signs — one in china, two in 
papier roache - — all of ex- 
ceeding beauty, the religious 
subject being the principal 
attraction. The china on 
one side has a conventional 
design of enamel, of a unique 
pattern, on the other a picture 
of Christ carrying the Cross. 
At each end is a loop of 
wide white satin ribbon for 
hanging. This novelty can be purchased for $25. 
But the papier mache Easter egg is twice the size of 
the china, and can be used either as a jewel-case or 
bon-bon box. On the bottom of this egg-like shaped 
affair the enamel is wonderfully beautiful, while its 
cover is a picture of the Madonna, rich in tones and 
splendid in effects. 

The third egg — for there are only three of them — is 
really more gorgeous and larger than either of the other 
two. But the same treatment is given, with one excep- 
tion — the religious subject. On this one our blessed 
Saviour is giving to all His blessing. Both of these af- 
fairs bring $50 apiece. 

In all Russian houses the Eicon has always a place. 
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In the wealthy Russian home the Eicon is one of great 
magnificence. In the peasant's hut the reminder of the 
Deity is still there, even if it is of no value. But this 
year the Eicon has made its way here, and no doubt in 
time will hang on the walls of the house of some rich 
American, and be treasured in the same way as it is 
over the water. The Eicon is a good-sized square pic- 
ture of Christ, magnificently framed. It is painted on 
wood, in fine flesh tints, the face particularly, and over 
this is a vestment of enamel in sterling silver. In all 
its brilliant colorings, surrounding this, is an exquisite 
enameled border of unique design. This affair is then 
placed in a frame of wood of white enamel, decorated 
at equal distances by the Greek cross. This splendid 
piece of hand-work can be purchased for $350. 

There is also a smaller one treated in the same way, 
furnished in the same artistic style — the religious sub- 
ject, the Madonna — and valued at $300. 

In enameled goods, the bon-bon box, in shape of a 
prayer-book with clasps, is marvelously beautiful. It 
is of sterling silver over gold plate, its outside orna- 
mentation being enameled in rich designs in every com- 
plementary color known. This luxury can be obtained 
for $160. Quite a number have been sold even at this 
exorbitant sum. 

There are also jewel-cases of this same enameling 
process, the same rich colors, but expensive in price, 
bringing a sum of $150 apiece. 

The very latest fad is the new enameled bonbonniere set 
with jewels. These are in heart shape, square and ob- 
long. Over the entire surface are quaint designs, and 
around the edge is a border of sapphires, rubies and 
white topaz. They are without question one of the 
loveliest bits of ornamentation offered this season. Yet 
the price is ridiculously high, being from $60 to $150 
apiece. In this special ware we have ink-stands, paper- 
cutters, bottles for perfumery, stamp-boxes, all set with 
jewels, each one being a gem in itself, and for every- 
day wear too precious to contemplate. 

Elaborate affairs there are in all these enameled 
goods. But when, card-cases and memorandum-books 
are shown set with turquoises, one gives a sigh at the 
extravagance of the age. These novelties are the most 
beautiful ever seen at any season before, and, when con- 
sidering their fine workmanship, $85 for a single piece 
does not seem too much for those who deal in such 
expensive luxuries. 

The city shops are full of beautiful belts, but the 
Russian is the one which surpasses all the rest. It is 
made of gold and silver thread, with a linen back for 
stiffness, set off by a star-shaped enamel buckle, 
adorned with any number of precious stones. But there 
are so many gems in this collection of enamels that it 
would be unwise to continue the subject. 

Traveling-bags this season in lizard, alligator and 
pig-skin are of excellent size. They are splendidly 
lined throughout, and are well fitted with all the ster- 
ling silver conveniences for the tourist and traveler, 
and can be obtained for the low price of $35 to $50. 



Chatelaine-bags this year are more gorgeous than 
ever. They are made of seal, velvet and shadow silks, 
with enamel tops, tops in sterling silver and more in 
Colonial gold. They have fine twisted chains with 
hook for securing them to the dress belt. They are 
valued at about $31, and are one of the best of Easter 
■ gifts. 

In card-cases we have the rhinoceros skin with a 
watch inserted in the left-hand corner. These pretty 
trifles are $21.75. A cheaper article can be purchased 
with enameled corners for $7.50, and even cheaper. 

For a charming Easter gift nothing can be selected 
with more taste than the new amberoid comb. These 
combs are in various forms — in amber color, light and 
dark — and they are all set with rhinestones of various 
size. The most beautiful is the Marie Stuart comb, 
which is placed in front of the twist, and is generally 
becoming to all faces; then there are those of horse- 
shoe pattern, in which two are used as a hair decoration. 

The new Rococo enameled 'hair-pins set with jewels 
will be for the coming summer the fad in hair-dressing. 

Purses as Easter gifts are always acceptable. The 
Gate purses, although not new, are now made of sterling 
silver, with gold plate as the brilliant covering. They 
have a long chain, which with hook can be wound around 
the neck, and are valued from $8 to $10. There are 
smaller ones in sterling silver with ornamented clasps. 
These also have the hook and long chain. 

Parasols this season outdo all other feminine gew- 
gaws. They are of every style, in every shade of silk, 
with handles of all sorts of ornamentations, the choic- 
est being the Duchesse point. These affairs have Dres- 
den handles elaborately painted, and are valued at $65 
apiece. Another carriage parasol is one of chiffon and 
lace on Dresden silk in tiny rosebuds; the handle is of 
white wood, and has a glass knob with gold decoration ; 
they can be purchased from $9.50 to $10.75. Black 
with white trimmings in parasols is quite fashionable this 
season, and, of course, can be worn with any costume. 

But, after all, it is really the novelties in silver that 
find their way as Easter presentations. Of course, the 
egg-shape is the popular selection. In this one can ob- 
tain a bouquet-holder, a wish-bone segar-receiver at 
$1.50;. a toothpick-holder in egg shape for $1.00; an 
ink-stand in egg form, and a segar-lighter drawn by 
two chickens for $2.50; tea-strainers in shape of a sal- 
ver that fits over each cup for $3.25 ; vinaigrettes of cut 
glass with gold-plated tops for $2.25; pea-spoons and 
jelly-slicers in gold and silver. A useful little article, 
the ladies ndcessaire, which contains thimble, emory, 
scissors, needle-case, all on a wide watered ribbon with 
silver safety-pin, is a new importation. The silver em- 
bossed hairpin-case is also a pretty trifle for Easter. 

But one might enumerate page after page of these 
trifles shown in the shops for this gala week. 

It is not the expensive gift — the expenditure of money 
— that is always acceptable; far from it. It is the 
thought, the good feeling that inspires the sending of 
trifles that we admire and appreciate. 




